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Dear visitors,

In recent years, the regional council of Matte Yehuda has become a
flourishing rural tourism destination, stimulated by the Zionist vision
of settling the Land of Israel and working the land. Matte Yehuda
comprises 57 communities scattered over 200 square miles of natural
landscape and woodland. Dozens of agricultural and tourist enterprises
have developed, among them wineries, breweries, farms, home-
style restaurants, hotels, guest houses, Tourist attractions, artists'
workshops, wellness centers, spas and more.

Matte Yehuda is considered an innovative leader in the development of
rural tourism, actively working to strengthen the rural area and develop
independent sources of income for its residents. Mainly situated in the
biblical territory of the tribe of Judah, Matte Yehuda is rich in history,
making a visit here an exciting experience that combines the ancient
with the modern, weaving the Jewish People's past to its present after
years of renewed sovereignty in its homeland.

With this map, you will be able to visit Matte Yehuda's many tourism
centers and experience the special folklore and culture of the different
Jewish peoples that have settled here from all over the world.

We invite you to taste wine from the Judea wine region, beer and
traditional ethnic dishes, to walk through the beautiful parks and scenic
sites and enjoy the "Green Heart" of Israel.

Wishing you a rich and
enjoyable visit.
Matte Yehuda Tourism
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The "Judea” wine region is located in the center of the state of Israel between
the cities of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The region is divided into two subregions:
Judean Hills = which includes the mountain ridge in the east, and Judean
Foothills = which includes the strip of slopes and hills facing west towards the
Mediterranean Sea.

Today, over 1,500 hectares of wine grape vineyards are cultivated in the area.
Numerous historical and archeological evidence points to a rich past of vine
growing, wine production and trade. Echoes of the region referred to as "Wine
Country” from the dawn of time are also to be found in the bible. There are
three known valleys in the region, each valley identified with its own unique
biblical character and biblical story.

In the northwest, the Ayalon Valley, mentioned in the book of Joshua with the
conquest of the land of Israel.

To its south, the Sorek Valley, mentioned in the book of Judges in the story of
Samson the mighty. The southernmost valley is the Ella Valley, familiar from
the story of the battle between David and Goliath mentioned in the book of
Samuel.

In August 2020 Matte Yehuda Regional Council have completed a revolutionary
and historic process, the council's areas were recognized as the first wine
Appellation of Origin (AO) in Israel.

The Matte Yehuda Tourism department features the "Wines of the Bible” Wine
Route, named after the late Meirke' Vizel, of the Judean Wineries together with
Iter Vitis Cultural Route of the Council of Europe.

The Judean wine region takes pride in unique wines, the quality of which
derives, among others, from the geographical location, soil types, and regional
climatic conditions, to which the French term “terroir” refers.
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